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fair   trial,   though   in   the   very   word   c Englanderin '\
there   was   an  implied    reservation   ready  to   express
itself.

It would have been wiser if her parents had let her
alone rather more in these early days in order that she
should realise and adapt herself to her position.    But
every Wednesday her father wrote to her with careful
and detailed advice: he reminded her that ' her place is
that of her husband's wife and her mother's daughter ':
he offered to look through her private budget of allowance
and expenditure, recommending her to put aside a hand-
some margin for unforeseen contingencies: she promised
to impart to him the progress of her inner life and he
' to take a constantly active part in fostering it.'    To her
mother she wrote almost daily and sometimes twice a
day.    The Prince Consort came to stay with her and her
husband in June, five months after her marriage,  and
expressed himself pleased.    * I have had long talks,' he
wrote  to his  wife,   * with both  of them,   singly and
together, which gave me the greatest satisfaction,' and
only two months afterwards he came again and stayed
for a fortnight, accompanied by the Queen, who brought
with her two of her Ministers and Lord Clarendon, her
late Foreign Minister:   this gave a slightly official air to
the visit, which was perhaps a mistake.    The Queen
also hardly appreciated the  fact  that if her  daughter
was to make herself acceptable to a foreign and jealous
Court,   she   must   identify  herself with   Germany,   as
Bismarck said,  and cease to be English.    Instead she
wanted to continue to exercise parental control,  and
constantly wrote her very severe letters, telling her that
she ought to be more mindful of her own country and
her own family.    She encouraged the Princess's tendency